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The Welcome! 
No matter who you are, or where you are 

on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

                                                                                                 EASTER IS COMING! 

                                                                    Spring is in the air and Easter is little more than three weeks  

                                                         away. Like many things during the past year, this season of  

                                                         Lent has been celebrated differently than in previous years.   

                                                         Instead of gathering together for weekly soup suppers, many 

                                                         in the UCC family have joined together virtually on  

                                                         Wednesday evenings for a brief Bible study conducted by  

                                                         Rev. Amber.  These virtual gatherings are done on Facebook 

Live on the UCC Miles City page, beginning at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays. Join us for the 

remaining three sessions.  You can also view each presentation after the live session has ended. 
 

The service on Easter Sunday will be at our usual 10:00 am time.  Come in person if you are 

comfortable doing so and don't forget your mask! We will also stream the service on Facebook 

Live.  Either way, we hope you'll join us! 

                                                        

                                FAIR TRADE EASTER FUN 

 

We still have some SERRV fair trade Easter decor and Divine  

chocolate at our Share the Love Bookstore.  (In case you're not 

familiar with the chocolate, Divine is the brand name, but it also 

describes the taste!)  Stop by during bookstore hours (Thursdays, 

2:00-6:00) or after church on Sunday and purchase some goodies 

or fun decor for Easter.  Proceeds from the Easter sales benefit 

One Great Hour of Sharing and Week of Compassion.  (Note:                                                                       

Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and development  

mission fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  

while One Great Hour of Sharing helps fund similar missions 

of the United Church of Christ.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

"The greatest gift of Easter is hope." 

 

Basil Hume 



~ Message from Amber ~  

 

There are many stories in the Bible about people wandering in the wilderness.  

The Israelites wandered for 40 years before getting to the Promised Land. 

(You would think someone would have stopped and asked for directions  

in that time!)  John the Baptist lived in the wilderness and it is where Jesus 

was tempted.  The wilderness, be it physical or mental, is often a lonely 

place of wandering and wondering.  It is not unlike our experience of the  

past year during the COVID-19 pandemic.   
, 

This has probably been a different year than any of us have previously  

experienced. While journeying through the wilderness of a deadly new 

virus, we have wandered in the isolation of our homes and amongst our  

small circles of friends and family. We have wandered (and, at times, struggled) in the 

wilderness of technologies that are useful but are a poor substitute for in-person connections. 
 

A couple of weeks ago I attended a training put on by the Oregon/South Idaho Region (DOC).  

There were over 60 of us in virtual attendance.  I got to see people and reconnect with many 

whom I hadn't seen or talked to in years…and the farthest I had to travel was to my basement! 

This made the wilderness of being so far from colleagues and friends seem a little smaller. On 

the other hand, meeting with people virtually is no substitute for meeting in person.  I miss our    

                                                       church potlucks and coffee hours.  Sometimes the virtual  

                                                       gatherings make the wilderness wanderings seem more            

                                                       isolating.  I'm hoping that with many of us getting vaccinated,          

                                                      we'll soon be able to gather in person. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The good news about the wilderness is that no matter how alone and hopeless we feel, we will 

come out on the other side.  Even after 40 years of whining and making golden calves, the 

Israelites were brought by God into the Promised Land.  With God's help, we are emerging from 

the Pandemic Wilderness.  We are getting vaccinated, thanks to God working through scientists.  

People are living through COVID-19 thanks to doctors, nurses, and hospital staff.  Small 

gatherings are starting to be possible.  There is definite hope that this wilderness won't last 

forever.  I don't know that life will ever return to the way it was a year ago.  Remember: 

“normal” is only a setting on a washing machine.  Our lives and world will have changed when 

we emerge from this wilderness into our new Promised Land. 

 

For now, wear your mask (even if you are vaccinated), wash your hands, and keep the faith.  We 

are all wandering together and we will all emerge from the wilderness together.  Thanks be to 

God. 
 

Rev. Amber Richardson                                                                             

 

                                                    

 

 

 

    

We're happy to report that Share the Love Bookstore reopened a few weeks 

ago to a very enthusiastic response.  Hours are Thursdays, 2:00-6:00 and 

the first Saturday of each month, 9:00-4:00.  Half of the proceeds are currently earmarked for CASA, 

Court Appointed Special Advocate program assisting children in foster care.  We have an amazing 

variety of books, so stop on by and take some home.  MASKS ARE REQUIRED!!  

 



MISSION ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

Our annual "Souper Bowl Sunday" fundraiser for the Miles 

City Soup Kitchen was a rousing success, bringing in a 

an amazing $660!  This year we added a small raffle basket  

as part of the fundraiser, plus everyone who donated received  

a delicious soup recipe, compliments of Marilyn Thaden. 

Our own Joan Wilson was the winner of the basket.  We 

thank everyone who helped make this event such a success! 

 

                                            We are once again offering an 

                                             opportunity to win a fun basket, 

                                             this time with a St. Patrick's Day 

                                             theme.  Donations to this fundraiser will benefit Feeding Texas, the  

                                             largest hunger-relief organization in Texas. Even before the recent  

                                             weather disasters there, demand for assistance from Texas food  

                                             banks had been "off the charts" due to job losses during the  

                                             pandemic.  Drawing for this basket is this Sunday, the 14th, so there 

                                             is still time to make a donation and enter!  Contact Barb at 853-4926            

                                             if you're interested.  The basket will be delivered on the 17th, after 

Marilyn Thaden bakes a fresh loaf of bread!  

                                                 

Our Week of Compassion/One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 

annual offering was previously noted in conjunction with sale 

of the fair trade Easter items. Most years, when we prepare for 

this special offering, we order the little house-shaped cardboard 

banks and hand them out at church.  Folks then have several 

weeks to fill them with loose change or stuff them with bills! 

This year, with so few people attending church in person, we 

didn't order the boxes but encouraged everyone to create their 

own special container at home. (Marilyn's creation is pictured here.) 

April 4, Easter Sunday, is the day for collecting the special offerings.  If you have a container of 

change but won't be coming to church, contact Barb or Marilyn T. about having it picked up.  

Checks in the mail are also accepted!   

 

From the Website of the United Church of Christ (ucc.org) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

                                                                                 Joshua Mumbi used to spend much of his time collecting  

                                                                            water. When it rained, he would collect water running in  

                                                                            the streets. Often he would spend much of the day walking  

                                                                            to a local water source and carrying back buckets.           

                                                                            Sometimes he would even travel to the water source with 

                                                                            his family the night before, spending the night there so 

                                                                            that they could bring back water in the morning. His  

 

mother, Josephine, did not like to make the journey alone — it was not safe.  There was not much time to  

 
Marilyn Thaden presents check 

to Dave Pratt, Chairman of the 

MC Soup Kitchen Board. 

 

 

 



go to school. And when he did go to school, Joshua Mumbi was very tired during the day. It was hard to 

focus; it was hard to learn. But thanks to your gifts through One Great Hour of Sharing, Joshua Mumbi 

and his family — and all of the other families in his village — have a safe, clean water source close to 

home. With a new solar-powered borehole well, they have water for cooking, water for drinking, water 

for bathing and keeping things clean and sanitary. Because you let love flow, water brought new life to a 

whole community...  This is the power of gifts through OGHS and Week of Compassion! 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE WE KNOW 

 

Our deepest sympathies go to Sheri Parker on the recent Covid-related death of her daughter-in-

law, Cheryl Gruba, in Mississippi.  We are keeping Sheri, her son Leo and all their family in our 

hearts and prayers. 
 

On a joyous note, we extend belated congratulations to Sarah Logemann 

and Garrett Mostowski on the birth of their daughter, Naima Sloan 

Mostowski, born December 2.  Sarah & Garrett left Miles City last fall 

to serve as co-pastors of Fort Street Presbyterian Church in Detroit, 

Michigan.  They are missed here in Miles City! 
 

We'd like to wish Georgia Mentikov a Happy 90th Birthday!! This 

significant occasion occurs April 12th and we hope Georgia and her 

family can have a joyous, in-person celebration!! 
 

We are very grateful that most of our UCC family have had their first Covid vaccine, with many   

already having their second.  If you haven't yet looked into a vaccine appointment, we encourage 

you to do so ASAP!  We care about YOU!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

     MARCH                            APRIL                                    MAY 

8th  - Judy Bovee                       7th - Samar Devies                 6th - Amanda Sanders 

10th  - Judy Bowers                   8th - Shannette Lane              6th - Wendy Dickman 

12th  - Cindy Berg                      8th - Diana Ochsner               12th – Vida Landa 

20th - Hazel Richardson           8th - Jerry Partridge             18th- Tracy Barnes 

24th –Judy & Wally Bowers             9th - Mary Partridge              24th- Cord Berg 

27th -  Lee Richardson                   11th - Kathy Barnes  

28th - Lauren Reinhart            20th -Truman & Judy Bovee     

30th  - Cecelia Freese            

31st  - Susie Seaburg 

 ? - Karen & Ken Strobel 

 
 

“I have found that among its other benefits, 
giving liberates the soul of the giver.” 

Maya Angelou 

 



 
 

Our Faith Our Vote: For the People Act 

Democracy can only truly thrive when everyone is able to participate. When each person’s voice 

is honored and each person’s contribution counts, then we can work to build a society that is 

equitable and inclusive. With too many examples to choose from we’ve seen how voter 

suppression, partisan gerrymandering and dark money in politics can work in concert to exclude 

people’s voice in their democracy – thereby cheapening and flattening what democracy even 

means. 

Passage of the For the People Act through the Senate would pave the way for taking crucial steps 

to dismantle the systemic barriers that have built up to prevent people from participating in their 

democracy, especially people who are Black, Indigenous and people of color. This 

transformative bill will protect and strengthen the sacred right to vote, end the dominance of big 

money in politics, end partisan gerrymandering and implement anti-corruption measures. These 

are common sense reforms, which have broad bipartisan support. At a time when 43 states are 

considering legislation to restrict voting rights, this legislation is more important than ever. We 

must move forward, not backward.  

As people of faith, we believe in upholding the dignity of each person, which means protecting 

their sacred right to participate in the democratic process, unencumbered by voter suppression. It 

also means making sure all voices are lifted up, not just those who can afford a corporate 

political action committee. The For the People Act is an important step toward helping us live 

more fully into the promise of a democracy for ALL. 

Please contact our Senators asking for their full support and swift passage of the 

For the People Act, so we can make sure that each person’s voice and vote are protected. 

 

 

BE INVOLVED 

 

                                                      It's critical that we all pay attention to what is happening in  

          the current Montana Legislative session. A number of      

                                                      bills and harmful rhetoric targeting the LGBT+ community,  

                                                      immigrants and others have been presented. We must be 

                                                      informed, be aware of the legislation and contact our  

                                                      elected representatives to express our opinions & concerns. 

                                                      The ACLU of Montana and the Montana Human Rights  

                                                      Network (MHRN) maintain         

                                                      Facebook pages with updates 

                                                      on many current bills. 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEAK UP!!                                                                           

 



         

                                                       

                                                                                              
 

 

                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Christian Church 

   1006 S. Strevell Avenue 

    Miles City, MT  59301 

         (406) 234-3467 

 

 

Ministry Team: 

  Rev. Amber Richardson, Deacon                                    

  Rev. Bob Thaden, Retired       

 

Sunday Service at 10:00 am 
 

                                 

  Follow us on Facebook at UCC Miles City 

                        and at Share the Love Bookstore 
 

uccmilescity@midrivers.com  

Newsletter Editor:  Barb Cole 

 

 

                                                                                                                                           

CALENDAR 
 

    3/14 - Daylight Savings Time ends - Set your clocks an hour ahead the night before! 

                St. Patrick's Basket drawing 
 

 

    3/17 - Lent Bible Study - Facebook Live, 6:30pm 

               St. Patrick's Day - raffle basket delivered 

    3/18 -  Share the Love Bookstore 2:00pm - 6:00pm 

 

    3/21 - First Day of Spring - > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 

    3/24 -  Lent Bible Study - Facebook Live, 6:30pm 
 

    3/25 -  Share the Love Bookstore 2:00pm - 6:00pm 

     3/28 - Palm Sunday  

    3/31 -           Lent Bible Study - Facebook Live, 6:30pm           

    4/1 -  Share the Love Bookstore 2:00pm - 6:00pm  

 

    4/4 - EASTER -  OGHS/Week of Compassion offering 

     
     

    12/1 -  Congregational Vote and Potluck 

 

 

                  Mailing Label 

 

 


