
Dear Friends, 

Do you ever do word puzzles—crosswords,
word searches, brain teasers? I am preaching
this week, and I am going to talk about word
puzzles and how confusing words can be. Take
for instance the word God. That word is a
puzzle indeed! What does it mean in the 21st
century? Does that word refer to a Presence
with whom we can be in relationship? Or is God
a symbol for the creative evolutionary process
of the universe? Bring your own history with that
word and something for Communion, and

worship with us this week. We will be on-line at 10:00am. Check the link in this e-blast. 

Laura and I will join together to lead a workshop on Power: Claiming it, Sharing it, Using it
for Love. However, we have had to make some changes to date and time, so change your
calendar to Sunday August 15th, 5-7 p.m. Details below. It is not too late to sign up.  

As we move gently toward in-person worship this fall, we will have one more in-person
worship this summer, on August 15. Meanwhile, we’ll join for worship online and virtual
coffee hour on Zoom. Be ready for some word puzzles this Sunday!  

Bless you, each of you 
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Janice 

It’s Communion Sunday, so bring a candle, some bread and juice (or coffee and doughnuts,
crackers and OJ, or whatever you have) to your home worship space. 

Janice’s sermon is so wonderful that you are not going to want to miss a word of it. There is
a little wind in the video, so we are sharing (with her permission, of course) her manuscript
with you in advance. It’s on our website.
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Streaming Links
Worship Online

Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom 

 Join Zoom Coffee Hour

 

Online Giving
Visit our Online Giving Page to support UCC Missoula and our ministries. 

https://uccofmissoula.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da6b7584dcd56cf36c3570ab6&id=da36fd46c9&e=65da266fa5
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https://uccofmissoula.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da6b7584dcd56cf36c3570ab6&id=a1d552edb1&e=65da266fa5


Or Text  (406) 998-1900 

Online giving now allows you to pay transaction fees.  Please consider paying the
fees as a way to increase resources to our ministries. 

COVID in Missoula
This week, Missoula County experienced our 100th COVID death and announced the
presence of the delta variant in our community. We mourn with all who have suffered as a
result of the Covid-19 pandemic. Please get vaccinated, encourage your friends and loved
ones to get vaccinated, and practice “extreme love” (thanks for that, Alecia
Gray) by wearing a mask when you need to, to protect those who are most vulnerable.  

Please continue to remember to mask up on UCC property, regardless of vaccination
status. We have extras if you forget. We are eagerly anticipating more gatherings this fall.
Members of the UCC Covid Advisory Team are: Bobbie Bevington, Joyce Watson, Carolyn
Dewey, Jean Woessner, Jeanne Guess and Steve Decker. Inquiries and comments for the
team can be sent to them via info@uccmissoula.org or individual emails. 

Summer In Person Worship
July 25, THIS SUNDAY is Poetry Sunday. Worship is inside to avoid smoke. 

August 15 Kindness 

Summer In-Person Worship is outdoors in the courtyard with Covid-19 safety protocols in
place.

Volunteers for Summer Outdoor
Worship Services

Dear volunteers, We will be worshiping in person together again on August 15. Volunteers
are needed to be Set-up /Take Down Volunteers and/or Ushers. You may sign up for either
or both duties. Set-Up/ Take-Down Volunteers Duties: Arrive at 9:00 AM to help set up
chairs and sound. Please bring your own mask. Then, if you have signed up to usher as
well, please stand out front inviting people back to the courtyard and at the Hilda gate to
welcome folks. 

mailto:info@uccmissoula.org


Help us to remember to set out offering plates in two places. Offer masks to folks who have
forgotten theirs. Stay afterwards to help clean up and put away chairs and sound
equipment. 

Ushers' Duties: One usher will stand out front inviting people back to the courtyard, while
another welcomes folks at the Hilda Street gate. Help us remember to set out offering plates
in two places. Offer masks to folks who have forgotten theirs. 

Sign up to help with Summer Outdoor Worship Services.

Summer Small Groups 
DATE AND TIME CHANGE: 

PLEASE NOTE DATE AND TIME CHANGE:  Power:
Claiming it, Sharing it, Using it for Love with Janice Springer
and Laura Folkwein on Sunday August 15, 5-7 p.m.
Outdoors with masks, distancing and microphone. 

More information and sign up link on our website. 

Workshops will be held outdoors with masks and social
distancing. 

Green Team Film Discussion

https://uccofmissoula.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da6b7584dcd56cf36c3570ab6&id=f707668a82&e=65da266fa5
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Steve McArthur will lead a discussion of the film.  "Facing Adversity: Choosing Earth,
Choosing Life" at 6:30 p.m. on Monday August 9 in the Fireside Room.  Use the link below
to watch the movie before the discussion. 

The movie is a 70-minute documentary that explores the speed, depth and magnitude of
our growing planetary crisis, and the opportunity we have to meet this crisis consciously –
with eyes and hearts wide open. Through a broad, whole-systems perspective, the
film examines key challenges (climate change, inequities, species extinction,
overconsumption, and more) and explores the deeper transformation being called forth from
humanity. Woven throughout are stories from around the world illustrating both heart-
breaking impacts and inspiring resilience. Engaging with this paradox — an unfolding global
crisis paired with the opportunity to awaken to and serve the well-being of all of life — is the
work of our lifetimes. The film features Duane Elgin, Victoria Santos, Jack Kornfield, Joanna
Macy, Nate Hagens, Beena Sharma, Lynne Twist, and other contributors who are grappling
with this paradox and offering guidance for navigating the times ahead.”   



Watch at  https://choosingearth.org/choosing-earth-documentary/ 

Family Promise Volunteer
Opportunity

University Congregational Church's week to provide volunteers for the new Family Housing
Center in the YWCA's Meadowlark building is coming up on August 2-8. The address is
1800 South 3rd St. West, one block west of the Good Food Store. Park in the parking lot
east of the building and come in the front door on 3rd Street.  DINNERS: We will need
volunteers to provide salads and desserts and to assist in the kitchen from 5 to 8 PM. There
are slots for salads, desserts, and kitchen helpers. Ideally it would be great if you can bring
a food item and stay to volunteer. Be sure to sign up in both slots if you can do both. The
first time you are a kitchen helper, please arrive at 5 for orientation. Please have salads and
desserts there by 5 PM. Set up will be from 5-5:30 and we will serve and clean from 5:30-8
or whenever everyone is finished.  *If you have questions about your time please call me
(Linda Pilsworth 406-728-6356). *Notice that on Sunday leftovers are served, so we only
need kitchen helpers. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0548a4ae23a31-family8

Camp for Grown Ups! 
Won’t you join us in this exciting outdoor ministry adventure? Join these MT-NWy UCC
Conference leaders and friends at the ELCA Camp, Christikon!   

Join Lisa Harmon from Billings First as she leads “Yoga for the Body & Soul” Camp! 

Join Patty Martinson from Billings Mayflower as she leads “Creative Hearts” Camp! 

Join Doug McClelland of Billings Mayflower and his friend Urbie Nash as they lead
“Fly Fishing” Camp! 

 Camp and Registration materials are at Welcome | mnwcucc under the Camp Tab! If you
have questions, contact Trudi Downer, or call the Conference Office at   
406.656.8688 

Summer Courtyard Gatherings

https://uccofmissoula.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da6b7584dcd56cf36c3570ab6&id=a19c733325&e=65da266fa5
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Join Pastor Laura and UCC friends for a visit and/or lawn games on Wednesday evenings
in the Courtyard. 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Please wear a mask while at the church.  

 August 4- Mask repair and other sewing projects workshop with Katrina Dalrymple. Bring
your unfinished projects or just yourself, for a visit. Katrina is a talented sewer and can help
with many “I don’t know what to do next” kinds of sewing and stitching questions. 

Virtual Border Tours
Virtual Border Tours with Arizona Justice for our Neighbors, Missoula Interfaith
Collaborative, and First UMC friends. 90 minute virtual border tours include updates on
immigration justice issues on the U.S.-Mexico Border. Thursdays in August, 1-2:30 MST,
beginning on 8/5 on Zoom. $100 suggested donation. Sign up by
emailing: ScottWMorris47@gmail.com or contact Joe Loos at Missoula First UMC for more
information, joeloos7245@gmail.com.  

In Memorium Gary Cuff
We hold Susan Cuff and her family in prayer as they
grieve Susan’s husband, Gary Cuff’s, passing. A
memorial will be held in Coer d’Alene on August
12th. Here is Gary’s obituary: https://www.legacy.
com/us/obituaries/missoulian/name/gary-cuff-obituary?
pid=199597718 

Gratitude Journal
Thank you to the Covid Advisory Team, ushers, and worship leaders, and all of
you who all pivoted last week to move in-person worship indoors due to wildfire

mailto:ScottWMorris47@gmail.com
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smoke. It was good to be together. 

Special thanks to last Sunday’s poets: Gary Hawk (who curated the service
with such care), Joyce Hocker, Brad Herron, Janice Springer, Sue Newell, Jim
Birchfield, Janie Cook, and Laura Folkwein. 
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