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Dear Friends, 

Time for another update. Today was treatment #6 of the 39 

scheduled. The treatments are quick and painless, about 40 

minutes from walking out of the waiting room to walking back in 

ready to leave and get on with the day.  

We are getting to know others who are in the same situation, most of them from out of the 

area and renting nearby as are we. Yesterday the machine broke down – rather, one of the 

three used for the treatments and, wouldn’t you know, it was the one used for my treatments. 

The three treatments areas (called “gantries”) treat different sets of patients, simply to be 

able to accommodate the number of patients here. And the breakdown wasn’t in the machine 

that generates the protons but rather in the machinery that rotates to get the radiation source 

in the right place.  But I did get my treatment -at 4:30 rather than 1:00 pm. 

One thing I haven’t mentioned is the hormone treatment. Almost every prostate patient is on 

one or another hormone. Mine is called “Firmegon.” As I understand it, these are, or behave 

like, estrogen in the body and, as such, do not feed the cancer as male hormones tend to 

do. You may hear the term ADT (“androgen deprivation therapy”), and it does have side 

effects, in my case waking up during the night WAY too warm. Yeah, a variety of “hot flashes.” 

When I told this to Julie Silbernagel – worship accompanist at St. Luke’s in Buffalo, WY – her 

response was, “Welcome to our world.” Perfect! 

Marlys & I have been spreading the word about the Wednesday evening social “brotherhood 

building” get-togethers, which just started last week after the lengthy time off due to COVID. 

Many of the patients’ spouses are here, and waiting room conversations are building a sense 

of community and mutual support, so we expect tomorrow’s gathering to be much larger than 

last week, and we look forward to it. 

Until next time! 

Love, 
Marlys & Pastor Ken Thurow 
 
 
 
 

Fr     An Update From Pastor Ken    



Office Hours 
There will not be regular office hours at UCC during this interim period.   If you need 
assistance, please call the following UCC Administrative Contacts:   To contact the 
Church Council, please call Ron McPhee, Moderator, at 307-217-1456.  To contact the 
Church Secretary/Clerk, call Kathleen McPhee at 307-217-1455. 

 
Moderator’s Report – July 2021 

We have exciting news from the Joint Call Committee  -  after 
interviewing several candidates by Zoom, the Committee has 
selected two candidates with whom they are very impressed.    They 
will be conducting in-person interviews with these two candidates,, 
individually,  in Buffalo in the next couple of weeks.  These interviews 

will give the candidates an opportunity to see Buffalo, our churches and the parsonage, as 
well as enabling the Committee and the candidates to further evaluate the dynamics of the 
contemplated pastor-congregations partnership.  It is our hope that a new joint pastor will be 
selected soon.. 
 Worship Services for St. Luke’s and Union Congregational are continuing as usual on 
Sundays with the assistance of several pulpit supply ministers.  It has been an enjoyable 
experience to meet pastors from Cheyenne and Sheridan.  We were also fortunate to 
welcome our friend Reverend Anne Egan, visiting from New Mexico, who conducted worship 
service last Sunday upon the sudden illness of Rev. Bob Miller.  
 We have also been fortunate to have Julie Silbernagel and John Egan playing the 
piano and organ for worship services as we search for a permanent musician.   Their 
generosity with their time and talents are very much appreciated.. 
 All of our small groups have been adjourned for the summer to 
accommodate busy schedules.  The Thursday Bible studies have been 
suspended in the absence of a settled pastor.   We hope these studies will 
resume upon appointment of a new  pastor. 
 Reverend Beth Kelsey from Sheridan will lead worship services on 
July 4.   
 Ron McPhee, Moderator    

 

THE MISSION OF UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

In Jesus’ name, Worship God, Study Scripture,  
Joyfully Help those in need  

 
July Sunday Worship Schedule:  
 

  July 4, 2021 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  First Scripture Reading:  2 Samuel 5: 1-5, 9-10 
  Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm  48 
  Second Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
  Gospel Reading:   Mark 6:1-13 

  
 
July 11, 2021   - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost    
 First Scripture Reading:  2 Samule 6:1-5, 12b-19  
 Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm 24   
 Second Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 Gospel Reading:    Mark 6:14-29 



 
July 18, 2021 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 First Scripture Reading:  2 Samuel 7: 1-14a 
 Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm 89:20-37 
 Second Scripture Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 
 Gospel Reading:    Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 
July 25, 2021 –  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 First Scripture Reading:  2 Samuel 11:1- 15  
 Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm 14 
 Second Scripture Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21 
 Gospel Reading:    John 6:1-21   
 
 

     
  
 
 
 Donna Scantling  July 21 
 Kay McCormick  July 31  

  

What’s Happening at Union Congregational in July? 

 Men’s Breakfast, Wednesday, adjourned until 1st Wednesday in September 
 UCC Women’s Fellowship, Wednesday, adjourned until 1st Wednesday in  September 

 Council Meeting, Tuesday, June 13, at 2 p.m. 
 Bible Study, Thursdays, postponed for the summer 
 AA meets every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday at noon to 1 p.m.;  
 AlAnon meets every Monday, 7 p.m. 
 TOPS meets at 8 a.m. every Thursday morning 

 

Delivering  MEALS ON WHEELS 
Union Congregational will deliver meals again this year during the month of July.   Cheryl, 
Mission Committee Chair, has prepared a signup sheet and placed it on the credenza in the 
Narthex for your convenience.  UCC will deliver 2 routes every Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.    Instructions are available with the signup sheet.   We need your help  -  please 
find some dates on which you can deliver meals. 
 

Mission Committee  
The Mission Committee partnered with another church to provide snacks and refreshments 

for the 40 adult volunteers at the Buffalo Vacation Bible School on June 24. 

Worship Committee 

Prayer Chain:    
• Prayers of Thanks to Our beautiful savior for his guidance with the surgical team that 

surrounded Pat Rowe. Her pacemaker surgery went well. Thanks for all your prayers. 

  Denise Hawley 

• Please keep Nancy Waggoner in your prayers.    Nancy is out of the hospital and 

staying with her daughter Cyndy until she is stronger.  If anyone would like to call her, 

they can reach her at Cyndy's number (1-940-781-6761) or at Nancy's number (1-

940-400-5978).  Cyndy's address is 16756 FM 1954, Wichita Falls, TX  76310. 



• Please remember Rev. Bob Miller in your thoughts and prayers.   Rev. Bob is suffering 

with extremely low blood pressure caused as a side effect from a prescribed 

medication. 

• Please keep Pastor Ken and Marlys in your prayers as Pastor Ken continues with his 
extended cancer treatment in California. 

• Please keep Rev. Bob and Diana Miller’s granddaughter in your prayers who is 
dealing with illness. 

• Please remember Michelle Lofgren and her family in your prayers as Michelle 
continues her battle against cancer. 

 
Thanks to everyone for keeping the prayer chains going.  
 

 

 May 11 2021   -  Church Council Minutes (excerpts)  
  
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Ron.  Present were Council 

Members:  Ron McPhee, Dick Reimann, Deane Bjerke, Don Scantling, Judy Firnekas, Barb 
Millett, Larry Gerard and church secretary, Kathleen McPhee.  In Pastor Ken’s absence, Judy 
led the Council in prayer.   
 The Minutes of the May meeting were approved.    Treasurer Dick presented the 
financial statements as of May 31.  The balance of the Hayfield Memorial is nearly $22,000; 
this Memorial has been of tremendous assistance with the church O&M expenses. It was 
noted that income in April exceeded the budget.    The Treasurer’s Report was accepted.    
 Buildings and Grounds.  Larry has installed the new water sensor provided by the 
church insurance to monitor any accumulation of moisture in the basement of the church.  If 
moisture is detected by the sensors, an alarm is sent to Larry’s phone.   
 The windows in the Fellowship Hall were again discussed.  A motion was made that 
Larry ask Coda for a bid to replace the windows, as is, with energy efficient panes and not to 
spend the added cost to shorten the windows.   
 Painting on the porch of the parsonage has begun, working around the frequent rainy 
days. The air conditioner will receive a spring maintenance check-up.  The broken pipe in the 
sprinkler system will be repaired and the sprinklers will be turned on within the next couple 
of weeks.  The Council was reminded that the steps up to the church office need 
maintenance. 
 Mission Committee:   Strengthen the Church is the national mission for May.  In 
addition the church has donated to the Compass Center for Families; the Johnson County 
Mentoring Program and two medical funds for two individuals injured in skiing accidents.   
The adopted family received a St. Patrick’s day $50 gift card for groceries 
 Worship Committee:   The Committee has had discussions on music for worship 
services and now will proceed with pulpit supply possibilities during Pastor Ken’s medical 
leave. 
 
Old Business:     
The “3-Way Committee” for the 3-church coalition of Union, St. Luke’s Lutheran and St. 
Luke’s Episcopal churches continues to meet monthly and will proceed with joint meetings 
of the three churches small groups.    
 Several new profiles for a settled minister have been received.  The Call Committee 
has talked with two candidates and will have preliminary discussions with three more before 
moving on to full interviews with selected candidates.    
 
New Business:    
A request has been received to teach piano lessons on the grand piano currently in the 
sanctuary.   The grand piano is owned by the Gerards.    Larry agreed that the piano could 



be used for piano lessons if the Council approved using the sanctuary for the lessons.  The 
consensus was to allow the lessons and await additional details. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.   
 
   

 
  Please send committee reports and articles to be published in The Spirit 

to ucucc@vcn.com or to mcphee@vcn.com by the 24th of each month to 

allow us to get our newsletter out by the 1st of each month.  Thanks! 

 
Union Congregational Church History Corner 

Excerpts from History of the Congregational Church Building by Dorthea E. 
Knepper, written in October 1981. 
 
Exterior embellishments are the lighted cross on the bell tower raised 
in 1973 and the rock facing on the basement walls provided with the 
labor of many church members in 1974.  The flat slate rock was 
obtained from the Taylor Ranch at Barnum about 60  miles southwest 

of Buffalo.  A memorial plaque to Pete Peterson, who hauled many loads of the rock 
is embedded in the wall facing.  A year or two before the wall was faced, members 
hauled loads of cinder rock from the Red Hills about 10 miles east of town to lay along 
the west terrace slope of the church property.  This was a vast improvement over the 
weedy area that preceded it. 
 So many members have given of their time and money over the years to improve 
the church that they can’t possibly all be listed here.  Gifts like a handmade 
communion table, an altar, pulpit, lectern, seven-branched candelabra, a hanging 
brass cross over the altar, carpeting throughout the sanctuary, seat cushions, pianos, 
chimes, audio visual equipment, exterior light fixtures, and many, many more have 
added to the beauty and joy of our church.. 
 
[This concludes the history of our church as written by Dorothea Knepper in 1981] 

 
Established October 12, 1884, Union Congregational Church has continuously 
served God, our parishioners, and the community from the days before the 
Johnson County Cattle War to the present time.  The church looks forward 

to being of ever-increasing service in the future.  
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