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 EASTER GOSPELS 

Relationships are important. Relationships are seldom easy. 
Easter and the next two Sundays bring affirmation of the 
resurrection as the apostles come to terms with the 
astounding reality that the risen Christ is a living and 
empowering presence. But then come texts that look 
forward to the church: shepherd and flock, vine and 
branches, command to love one another as Father and Son 

are united in love, and reminder of Christ’s continuing prayer that his followers will be 
protected in the world. In each case, the community is in view. The flock follows one 
true shepherd, branches are connected to the one vine, the mutual love of his followers 
is modeled on his love for all, and his prayer for us is that we may be one as he and 
the Father are one. 
 
The Easter season looks forward to the church – to us! The sheep of the flock have this 
in common: they are all following the shepherd. The branches of the vine have this in 
common: they are connected to and nourished by the vine. The love within the 
community is an extension of the love between Father and Son. Those analogies 
declare our identity. But easy? Not always. The “Prodigal Son” was impatient to get on 
with his life and disrespected his father. The Good Samaritan did what the other 
passers-by were unwilling to do. Paul and Silas split over how to relate to young Mark. 
And Paul’s letters are full of counsel as to relationships within the congregations he had 
formed. 
 
In the church today any number of things can be seen from more than one perspective, 
and that can result in disagreements, bruised feelings, and sometimes mistrust. But the 
images in this season’s Gospel Readings can bring us back to recognition of the One 
in whom we are united, and we can live together in peace, in mutual support, and in 
our mission and service in the world. At both Union and St. Luke’s our unity is apparent 
and is wonderful, but as Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in the middle of the last century, it 
truly is based not on our similarity, our unanimity, or our winsomeness, but on our 
connection to the Christ whose name we bear. The Risen One! Thanks be to God. 
 
ON OUR SCHEDULE: 
We continue to crawl out from the pandemic and our time of isolation, and it is 
appropriate that we do so with caution, monitoring our own symptoms and being alert 
to the hesitance of others, but isn’t it great to have coffee after worship, to have singers 
gathering to see where “the choir thing” goes, and to have women getting together for 
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learning and fellowship? And let’s not forget that Men’s Breakfast is happening again, 
with breakfast – 8 a.m. on the first Wednesday of the month. In March there were 3, in 
April 5, and we hope to see YOU GUYS!! present May 5 at St. Luke’s Lutheran (did we 
say 8 a.m.?) 
 
The Call Committee is evaluating material received from two pastors whose names 
were submitted by the Montana-Northern Wyoming district of the UCC. 
 
Spring Clean up Work Days are planned for May at both congregations, watch for 
specifics. 

 

Pastor Ken Thurow 
 
Office Hours 
Pastor Ken is available for visits, phone calls or Zoom meetings in the Union Congregational 
Church Office Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 10 to noon and is available by cell phone 
720-244-8674 on other days.  Emergencies:  call any day. 

 
Moderator’s Report – May 2021 

We are pleased to see the shared small groups between the 3-church 
coalition.  We hope to have all three churches represented at 
the Men Breakfast at St. Luke’s Lutheran on May 5 (food and 
coffee provided). 
The joint Call Committee has received several 
more profiles from the Conference for the 

United Church of Christ.  They have met to consider the profiles and have 
even had a virtual Meet and Greet session with one of the candidates.    It is 
encouraging to see increased interest in the position of ministering to St. 
Luke’s Lutheran and Union Congregational. 
 We ask for your prayers for Pastor Ken and Marlys as Pastor Ken 
makes decisions about his medical needs and begins scheduled treatments. 
 Ron McPhee, Moderator    
 
UCC Administrative Contacts:   To contact the Church Council, please call Ron McPhee, 
Moderator, at 307-217-1456.  To contact the Church Secretary/Clerk, call Kathleen McPhee 
at 307-217-1455. 

 

THE MISSION OF UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

In Jesus’ name, Worship God, Study Scripture,  
Joyfully Help those in need  

 
May Sunday Worship Schedule:  
 

  May 2, 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  First Scripture Reading:  Acts 8: 26-40 
  Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm  22:25-31 
  Second Scripture Reading: I John 4:7-21 
  Gospel Reading:   John 15:1-8 

  
 



May 9, 2021   - Sixth Sunday of Easter    
 First Scripture Reading:  Acts 10:44-48  
 Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm 98   
 Second Scripture Reading: I John 5:1-6 
 Gospel Reading:    John 15:9-17 
 
May 16, 2021 – Seventh  Sunday of Easter 
 First Scripture Reading:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  
 Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm 1 
 Second Scripture Reading: I John 5:9-13 
 Gospel Reading:    John 17:6-19 
 
May 23, 2021 –   Pentecost Sunday  
 First Scripture Reading:  Acts 2:1- 21  
 Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b 
 Second Scripture Reading: Romans 8:22-27 
 Gospel Reading:    John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15   
 
May 30, 2021 – Trinity Sunday 
 First Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 6:1-8  
 Reading of the Psalm:  Psalm 29 
 Second Scripture Reading:  Romans 8:12-17 
 Gospel Reading:    John 3:1-17 
 

     
 Judy Firnekas May 9 
 Kathy Reimann May 13 
       Barb Millett  May 18 
 Jean Stafford  May 24 
 Cheryl Gerard May 25 

          Amber Gerard May 27 
  
 
    

What’s Happening at Union Congregational in May? 

 Men’s Breakfast, Wednesday, May 5, at 8 a.m., at St. Luke’s Lutheran, in-person, food 
provided 

 UCC Women’s Fellowship, Thursday, May 13, 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Room 

 Council Meeting, Tuesday, May 11, at 2 p.m. 
 Bible Study, Thursdays, May 6, 13, 20 and 27, 10 a.m. at St. Luke’s Lutheran, in-person 

and by Zoom 
 AA meets every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday at noon to 1 p.m.;  
 AlAnon meets every Monday, 7 p.m. 
 TOPS meets at 8 a.m. every Thursday morning 

 

Women’s Fellowship 
 The planned joint meeting of St. Luke’s Episcopal, St. Luke’s Lutheran and UCC 
Women's Fellowship on Thursday, May 13, has been postponed until September.    
Consequently, UCC Women’s Fellowship will have their regular May meeting at 1:30 on May 
13 in the Fellowship room of Union Congregational Church.  
 

 



New Union Congregational Website 

 The Church Council has contracted with Mark Russell of Winning Edge Strategies, 
LLC to construct and maintain a website for Union Congregational.    The website is up and 
running, although still under construction.   We look forward to having our events available 
to the public as well as our Statement of Faith, history of UCC, Mission projects and Worship 
activities.  Go to www.uccbuffalowy.com to check it out! 
 Mark Russell has also accepted management of the UCC Facebook page and has 
streamlined the page, eliminated extraneous posts and improved access to the correct UCC 
page. 
 

Mission Committee  
The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across 
the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national 
setting equally share the gifts given by members and friends through their local 
congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, youth 
ministry, and innovation in existing congregations.  By your generosity to this offering, 
you build up the Body of Christ. 

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new 
churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth 
and young adults. Union Congregational will receive the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, 

May 23, 2021.  

Worship Committee 
Prayer Chain:   Please keep the DIckersen family in your prayers. Bessie died May 3.   We 
will let you know any details as soon as they know. 
 
Also we are asking for prayers for Carl Madsen's great niece's husband. Mitch.   This is the 
message from the family "Mitch’s surgery is moved to May 6.  This is his third aortic valve 
replacement-and he is 32.  We are anxious but hopeful.  
 
From Kathy Swenson: 
I just want to let you know my daughter Natalie passed away in her 
sleep on April 20th 2021. Her memorial will be Friday May 28th, 2021 @ 
11 am @ Fidler-Isburg Funeral Home Chapel in Spearfish, SD. 
 
My daughter Amanda and I would surely appreciate your continued 
prayers for us as we grieve and proceed with all those things that 
need to be done, and etc. 
 
Much Gratitude to those who have continually kept us in your prayers 
for a very long time!!! 
Love to you all, 
Kathy Swensen 
 
Prayers for Diana Miller who is having back problems.  Continued prayers for Pastor Ken. 
 
Thanks to everyone for keeping the prayer chains going.   

 

 

http://www.uccbuffalowy.com/


 

 March 9, 2021   -  Church Council Minutes (excerpts)  
  
Present were Council Members:  Ron McPhee, Judy Firnekas, Dick 

Reimann, Deane Bjerke, Don Scantling, Barb Millett, Larry Gerard and church secretary, 
Kathleen McPhee.  In Pastor Ken’s absence, Barb led the Council in prayer.   
 The Minutes of the February meeting were approved.      
   The February 28 financial statements were discussed.  Funds from the Hayfield 
Memorial have been transferred to the checking account for operating expenses.  
Contributions to the Food Pantry Milk Fund have not been adequate to fund the $100 pledge 
for fresh milk for children    Treasurer’s Report was accepted.    
 
Pastor’s Report.  In Pastor Ken’s absence, Ron read the report.  Pastor Ken and Marlys have 
received their second Covid shot.   The 3-church coalition meetings are proceeding with 
plans for joint meetings of church groups, such as men’s breakfast and women’s fellowship.   
Pastor Ken also supports the suggestion that UCC resume fellowship hour following worship 
service. 
 
Buildings and Grounds.  Jeremiah Hawley will mow the church lawns again this year.   A 
possible contact for a group to weed the rock face lining Lobban Avenue and mow the second 
church lot will be pursued.   A date for the annual spring cleanup day will be set.   The City 
will not pay for improvements to the alley space on the east edge of the church parking lot. 
 The updated list of planned B&G tasks was reviewed, including possibilities and 
ramifications of moving the parsonage laundry facilities upstairs and the windows replaced 
in the Fellowship Room.  The bid will include shortening the Fellowship Room windows to 
below the level of the ceiling. 
 
Mission Committee:   One Great Hour of Sharing is the mission for March.   
 
Worship Committee:   The Committee has been supporting the Lenten Midweek Services 
and plans for Easter. 
 
Old Business:     
 Deane relayed information from the recent meeting of the 3-church coalition of Union, 
St. Luke’s Lutheran and St. Luke’s Episcopal churches.   The emphasis is on proceeding by 
having the small groups within the three churches join for meetings, such as women’s groups, 
men’s breakfast and choirs.   Karen Walker of St. Luke’s Episcopal will soon be ordained and 
may be considered in assisting in pastoring a coalition.    
 Women’s Fellowship has purchased a 65-inch smart TV for presentations at meetings 
and possibly for special music.   Funds from the Sherrie Patch memorial fund were requested 
to purchase the sound bar to accompany the smart TV. 
 A new profile for a settled minister has been received from the UCC Conference Office 
for consideration by the Call Committee. 
 
New Business:    
 In consideration of Wyoming’s dismissal of the mask mandate, the Council voted to 
no longer require masks to attend worship service and other gatherings at Union 
Congregational.  In addition, we will resume fellowship hour following worship service, 
including serving refreshments.  It was further suggested that the church consider 
discontinuing live streaming worship services. 
 The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.   
 
    



 
  Please send committee reports and articles to be published in The Spirit 

to ucucc@vcn.com or to mcphee@vcn.com by the 24th of each month to 

allow us to get our newsletter out by the 1st of each month.  Thanks! 

 
Union Congregational Church History Corner 

Excerpts from History of the Congregational Church Building by Dorthea E. 
Knepper, written in October 1981. 
 
During Irving Campbell’s ministry, October 1956 through December 
1960, the church again became crowded and more Sunday School 
space was needed.  In April 1958 Reverend Campbell presented a plan 
to add to the north end of the choir room and to build a basement 

room under the choir room and under the new addition to serve as a room for primary 
classes.  Burt Griggs memorial funds were to be used for the basement room.  In May 
the congregation voted to build this addition as well as to buy a new furnace.  Funds 
would be raised by pledge cards and the trustees hoped to pay off the debt by October 
1959, the 75th anniversary of the founding of the church.  The building was begun in 
July 1958 and completed in October.  Besides the rooms added upstairs and down, 
the parking lot was graded, a new furnace and a new hot water tank installed, and new 
rest rooms and storage space constructed on the lower floor. 
 
The new addition was 26 feet by 24 feet upstairs and the basement room below the 
choir room and new room was now 46 feet by 24 feet.  This large room for the primary 
department was floored with colorful tile and painted in cheerful colors for the 
pleasure of little folks.  Upstairs the old study or choir room added in 1938-39 and the 
new addition were connected as one room but with large folding partitions to separate 
them as necessary.  Off the west side of the new addition was a small private office 
for the minister. 
 
[Next month we will continue to share the history of our church as written by Dorothea 
Knepper in 1981] 

 
Established October 12, 1884, Union Congregational Church has continuously 
served God, our parishioners, and the community from the days before the 
Johnson County Cattle War to the present time.  The church looks forward 

to being of ever-increasing service in the future.  
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